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DA 05-3155 

     December 8, 2005 

WIRELESS TELECOMUNICATIONS BUREAU 
      

REGION 30 (NEW YORK - ALBANY) 700 MHz  

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES NEXT MEETING 

 The Region 30 (NewYork-Albany)1 700 MHz Public Safety Regional Planning 

Committee will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, January 19, 2006.  The Region 30 700 MHz 

Regional Planning meeting will convene at 10:00 a.m., at the Columbia County Office Building, 

located at 401 State Street, 2
nd

 Floor Conference Room, Hudson, New York. 

 The agenda for this meeting includes: 

1. Review and Approve Meeting Agenda 

2. Review and Approve November 15, 2005 Meeting Report

3. 700 MHz Matters  

a) Plan Development (Voting) – LePage 

i) Procedure for Requesting Spectrum Allotments 

ii) Applications Requirements 

iii) Supplemental Applications Questions 

iv) Antenna Pattern Information Form 

v) Region 30 Jurisdictional Boundary Forms 

vi) Intra-Regional Memorandum of Understanding 
4. Old Business  

5. New Business and Comments 

6. Schedule Next Meeting 

 This Region 30 Public Safety Regional Planning Committee meeting is open to the 

public.  All eligible public safety providers whose sole purpose is to protect the safety of life, 

health, or property in Region 30 would utilize these frequencies.  It is essential that not only 

public safety, but all government, Native American Tribal, and non-governmental organizations 

eligible under Section 90.523 of the Commission’s Rules be represented in order to ensure that 

each agency’s future spectrum needs are considered in the allocation process.  Administrators 

                    
1
 Region 30 encompasses an area defined by the following 31 Counties of New York State:  Albany, Broome, 

Cayuga, Chenango, Clinton, Columbia, Cortland, Delaware, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Green, Hamilton, Herkimer, 

Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, Montgomery, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego, Otsego, Rensselaer, St. Lawrence, Saratoga, 

Schenectady, Schoharie, Tioga, Tompkins, Warren, and Washington.

News media information  202 / 418-0500 
Fax-On-Demand  202 / 418-2830 

TTY  202 / 418-2555 
Internet:  http://www.fcc.gov 

ftp.fcc.gov 

�
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who are not conversant with telecommunications technology should ensure that their respective 

agencies are represented by suitably conversant staff.   

All interested parties wishing to participate in the planning for the use of new Public

Safety spectrum in the 700 MHz band, or the newly allocated 4.9 GHz band within Region 30

are encouraged to attend.  For further information about the meeting, please contact: 
                                                

David A. Cook, Chairman  

Region 30 (New York-Albany) 700 MHz Regional Planning Committee 

State of New York, Office of Technology  

Statewide Wireless Network  

State Capitol, ESP 

P.O. Box 2062 

Albany, New York 12220-0062 

(518) 486-1035 

(518) 474-7529 (fax) 

   David.Cook@oft.state.ny.us

                      -FCC- 

�
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Opening Remarks 

The meeting started at 10:14 AM.  Mr. David Cook thanked the host for the location of the 

meeting and welcomed members of the committee to the meeting.  The following individuals 

attended the meeting: 
�

Allen, Michael - Oswego County 

Cook, David (Chair) - East Greenbush Fire Company 

Delaney, Matthew - NYS - OFT - Statewide Wireless Network 

Dzissah, Kwasi - NYSTEC 

Hartnett, Paul - Madison County 

Kerr Doug - Carlson Wireless Technologies 

Lampman, Fred - Madison County 

O’Hara, Sean - Syracuse Research Cooperation 

Shurtleff, Lee - Tompkins County 

Williams, David - NYS - OFT - Statewide Wireless Network 
�

Review and Approve December 6, 2007 Meeting Agenda 

The meeting agenda was accepted by consensus, with Mr. Doug Kerr from Carlson Wireless 

Technologies giving a presentation on 4.9-GHz products.
�

Review and Approve September 27, 2007 Meeting Report 
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Mr. Lee Shurtleff made a motion to accept the September 27, 2007 meeting report.  Mr. Paul 

Hartnett seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
�

Old Business/Plan Development 

Update - 700-MHz Plan Status Report – Mr. LePage 

In the absent of Mr. LePage, Mr. Kwasi Dzissah informed the members of the committee about 

the activities going on with the region’s 700-MHz plan.  He provided members with updates 

regarding the following items: 

• Close out changes to the plan by voting on whether to include the Low-Power 

Interoperability Guidelines, 

• Complete all revisions to the 700-MHz Plan to reflect the 700-MHz band reconfiguration 

(pending Low-Power Interoperability Guidelines), 

• Include all of the meeting notices, minutes, and attendance rosters to date, 

• Prepare and deliver letters to RPCs 8, 19, 28, 36, and 55 notifying them of the revisions 

and allowing them thirty (30) days to comment on the revisions, 

• Revise the Plan (if necessary) according to input received from adjacent regions, and 

• Deliver the plan to the Commission. 
�

Update - Guidelines to Administer 700-MHz General-Use Low-Power Interoperability 

Channels in the Plan

Mr. Dzissah informed the members about the changes that were made to the guidelines and 

requested that members review the proposed changes to the 700-MHz plan, specifically the 

Guidelines to administer 700-MHz general-use low-power interoperability channels in the plan.  

After discussion; Mr. Hartnett made a motion to accept the revisions made to the Low-Power 

Interoperability Channels.  Mr. Delaney seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
�

Update - 700-MHz Band Restructuring – Mr. Sean O’Hara 

Using the projector, Mr. O’Hara talked about the Report and Order Impact on 700-MHz 

Frequencies.  He informed the members of the committee that the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) has made some substantial changes to the 700-MHz band plan.  He noted the 

Narrowband (NB) and Broadband (BB) channels are now in contiguous blocks; with most 

narrowband channels falling on TV channels 64/69, and most broadband falling on 63/68.  He 

continued by informing the members that every channel is now offset, so 1 MHz of both the 

transmit- and receive-side spectrum hangs over into TV channels 62 and 67, respectively, and he 

showed the members pictures of the new plan and the shift of the narrowband channels. 

Mr. O’Hara continued by noting the effects the new 700-MHz band plan has on the pool 

allotment that is utilized mainly by the Regional Planning Committees.  He stated that many 

counties are in violation with the combining and separating of the pool allotments and the 
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adjacent channels.  He also talked about the core issues in the CAPRAD pack that could lead to 

interference problems in the regions.  He noted that, at the last National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 

meeting, there was a decision to set up a CAPRAD governance or oversight committee called the 

National Regional Planning Council to repack the channels. 

Further, Mr. O’Hara talked about the 700-MHz allotment pools, how they were generated, and if 

they need refreshing.  He informed the members that Pool Allotments are temporary geographic 

placeholders for spectrum until it is specifically assigned to an applicant by the RPC.  Subject to 

regional plans, pool allotments allow qualified applicants to receive channels without incurring a 

substantial delay.  They maximize spectrum reuse and are fairly distributed among the spectrum 

according to user/agency demographics. 

Finally, he talked about the United State’s 700-MHz FCC rulings and their implications for 

Canada.  He gave a brief history of the 700-MHz band and of the 2005 DTV Act, which 

mandated clearing certain TV channels by February 17, 2009 and the auctioning of the channels 

by January 16, 2008.  Mr. O’Hara commented that the emerging of broadband technology 

captured by public safety entities, the nationwide broadband network enabled by public 

safety/private partnership, and the high-speed data flexibility remain open for use by public 

safety.  As part of this plan, the 12-MHz + 12-MHz public safety spectrum has been restructured 

to accommodate a hybrid commercial/public safety broadband network, to minimize interference 

to narrowband systems, and to improve access near the U.S./Canadian border.  Mr. O’Hara 

talked about the international issues that were clarified during the last meeting with Industry 

Canada during the September Radio Advisory Board of Canada (RABC) in Toronto.  The 

current US/Canadian LoU from 2005 provided a very detailed description of Channel locations, 

Emission Limits, Primary and Secondary utilization of 700-MHz in border areas, and rules for 

TV and Land Mobile Radio (LMR) protection. 
�

New Business/Comments

4.9-GHz – Mr. Doug Kerr 

Mr. Kerr from Carlson Wireless Technologies Inc gave a brief presentation on its 700-MHz/4.9-

GHz product manufactured for public Safety entities.  Mr. Kerr gave a background of his 

company, whose mission is to Design and Manufacture Affordable Radio-Based Telephone & 

Data Solutions for Remote Applications Worldwide.  The three products Mr. Kerr presented to 

the committee follow: 

• TrailBlazer — a product strictly designed to transport telephone lines.  It can transport up 

to eight (8) 2-wire and/or 4-wire E&M circuits that go to repeater sites.  He noted that 

TrailBlazer is a TDMA product and has a fixed end-to-end latency. 

• SafeTLink — a product designed to transport a T1 signal, as well as IP data, to up to 12-

Mbps full-duplex.  Mr. Kerr noted that TrailBlazer and the SafeTLink are both fully 

synchronized system, but that the SafeTLink has a user-adjustable Radio Frequency (RF) 

channel width that can be done on the fly. 
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• EB-4.9 — a product that is an OFDM TCP/IP radio system that is mainly designed for an 

IP-based 4.9-GHz radio that can be configured as a access point, bridge, or client.  It is 

also available as integrated or external antenna ports. 
�

Approval of Region 28’s 700-MHz Plan 

Mr. Delaney inquired if RPC Region 30 has approved Region 28’s 700-MHz plan.  The chair 

noted that he was not aware of the region approving Region 28’s plan.  Mr. Delaney commented 

that Region 28’s revised plan is available on the website and that the Region 55 technical 

subcommittee is reviewing it and going to provide a recommendation for approval to the Region 

55 chair.

Schedule Next Meeting and Adjourn 
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